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The Senate met at 2:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You are our shelter
from the storm. Lord, thank You that
though wrong seems so strong, You
continue to rule.

Lord, we pray for grieving families
who have become the collateral dam-
age of domestic terrorism. We pray for
sons and daughters, for fathers and
mothers, for sisters and brothers who
have had their lives maimed by the in-
comprehensible.

Lord, use our lawmakers as sowers of
reconciliation. Where there is hatred,
may they sow seeds of love. Where
there is despair, may they sow seeds of
hope. Where there is falsehood, may
they sow seeds of truth. Lord, permit
this planting to produce the harvest of
a more perfect Union for this land we
love.

God bless America.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SINEMA). The Senator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

Senate

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

———
UKRAINE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday, in a bipartisan landslide,
the Senate advanced legislation to get
more arms and assistance to the inno-
cent people of Ukraine.

Senators COLLINS, CORNYN, BAR-
RASSO, and I just returned last night
from Europe. Our first stop was Kyiv.
It was moving to feel some of the im-
pacts of Putin’s aggression, to see a
free and independent nation made to
literally fight for its life. But it was
also inspiring to witness the bravery
and the determination that have
united Ukrainians in the face of this
onslaught.

Ukraine has had more than its share
of domestic political differences in re-
cent years. Putin must have thought
some Ukrainians would welcome—
would actually welcome—invading
Russian forces. Instead, both Ukrain-
ian-speaking and Russian-speaking
Ukrainians have united in defense of
their sovereign nation. Some predicted
Ukraine would fold in a few days and
Russia would stroll right to Kyiv. That
was wrong too. Ukraine is tough, and
Kyiv remains in Ukrainian hands, with
life moving back toward normalcy de-
spite the continued threat.

Our delegation was honored to meet
with President Zelenskyy. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to the United
States for our leadership and support
on a bipartisan basis, as well as for

other countries that have stood by his
people in their time of need. America is
not the only free country that has
Ukraine’s back. President Zelenskyy
was moved by certain European coun-
tries who have given Ukraine, in his
words, literally ‘‘everything they had.”

Of course, other European countries
can and should do more to help
Ukraine. And the administration
should lead an effort to ensure broad,
sustained international support for
Ukraine.

America’s support for Ukraine has
highlighted the limits to our stockpiles
of certain munitions and shortcomings
in our own defense production capac-
ity. A number of European countries
have dipped even deeper into their
weapons inventories. They will need a
refill as well.

As our European friends wake up
from their ‘“‘holiday from history’ and
increase defense spending, I hope the
United States will be a reliable sup-
plier of advanced weaponry to our
NATO allies, a textbook win-win.

Our delegation reiterated to Presi-
dent Zelenskyy the bipartisan con-
sensus which the Senate demonstrated
with last night’s vote. The United
States of America has Ukraine’s back
and will stand with our friends until
they win.

Ukraine is not asking anybody to
fight their fight for them. They are
only asking for help in getting the re-
sources and tools they need to defend
themselves. And we and our friends and
partners across the free world will
stand behind Ukraine until they
achieve victory as they define it. The
outcome of this fight has major rami-
fications for the West, and the Ukrain-
ians should not be left to stand all
alone.

As an overwhelming bipartisan ma-
jority of the Senate reaffirmed yester-
day, America’s decision to support
Ukraine is not some frivolous act of
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